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baptism and penance, represent what God is accomplishing through his relation to
the recipient, independently of the actions themselves or the work of the priest.
Further, just as sin involves a turning away from God, so our redemption consists in
the love aroused in us by the sacrifice of his Son. All of this displays Abelard's
capacity for analytic nuance; but it foreshadows, too, the shift that will divide
Christian theology in the sixteenth century."
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consent as the determining factor for morality does not rule out, but, on the
contrary, presupposes objective criteria for moral judgment and (2) that Abelard's
real innovation does not lie in his doctrine of consent as the sole source of merit or
guilt, but, rather, in his exploration of the ways in which this doctrine affects our
understanding of the objective criteria for moral judgment. In particular, Abelard is
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work deals with can be expressed as follows: what are the exact standards by which
human behaviour is judged good or evil?
One should not ask whether Abelard's Ethics is a theological or philosophical work,
for that is not the point. As we have already mentioned, ethics was part of
theological enquiry and teaching. This answer is not a final one, however. For
Abelard's conception of theology was such that philosophy, as an ultimate rational
justification, was certainly admitted to theology, but, moreover, it even implied that
philosophy was an essential constituent of fundamental theological enquiry. We
must examine his Ethics in detail in order to see how Abelard in fact discusses the
issue." (p. 1)
25.
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"It is the intended purpose of this study to approach Abelard’s doctrine of Christ's
work on its own terms and in context with the general direction of his thought. But
one can only accomplish this by subterranean means, by probing beneath the
surface in order to uncover the motivating reason behind his rejection of extreme
realism and the doctrine of original sin, as well as the fundamental intentionality
behind his vindication of pagan philosophy and the utilization of the dialectic. It is
in such acts of intention and meaning that the stance and selfhood of a person are
revealed. Selfhood, Robinson writes, is constituted by a commitment to a context.
(7) And Abelard reveals himself as one committed to a strict following of all the
injunctions of the most uncompromising interpretation of the Christian calling.
(...)
Abelard proceeds to the next stage of his thought which is an elaboration of a
rigorist system of ethics with its sharp emphasis upon man's complete
accountability for the character of his life. Virtue, he argues in line with his logical
conclusions, is a natural quality acquired by human effort. It is not, as the realists
maintain, something synonymous with grace. A man becomes virtuous by
struggling to attain virtue, not by a passive participation in this quality. Without the
struggle, he maintained, there can be no crown.
Abelard's charted course never alters. It is anchored in his rigid commitment. Thus,
he leads one step-by-step to the foot of the cross and his "subjective" view of the
Atonement which is the final station of his thought." (pp. 4-5)
(...)

https://www.bibliographia.co/abelard-ethics-biblio.htm

4/7

06/10/21, 08:41

Peter Abelard. Bibliography on His Ethics and Moral Philosophy

"And yet, his celebrated theory which has prompted pages upon pages of exposition
consists of only a few meager paragraphs in his Commentary on Romans. Abelard
never set out to fully elaborate this doctrine, and, for this reason, it remained a brief
excursus on the question of redemption. And yet — as St. Bernard rightly perceived
— this is the very heart of Abelardianism. His view of the Summum Bonum, his
Logos theology, his ethics, and even his logical views are knotted together in these
three terse paragraphs.[*] Abelard simply could not mouth the Pauline view of
Christ's work. And so, he struggled to equate God's justice (iustitia) with His love
(charitatis) by a bizarre twisting of the apostle's words. He writes: "Ad ostensionem
suae iustitiae, id est charitatis, quae nos, ut dictum est, apud eum iustificat, id est
ad exhibendam nobis suam dilectionem, vel ad insinuandum nobis quantum eum
diligere debeamus, qui proprio Filio suo non pepercit pro nobis."(9) Christ died, he
asserts, not to meet the demands of God's justice, but to fulfill the demands of His
love. His intransigent moral sense necessitated his manipulation of the apostle’s
meaning. His moral perspective challenged the faith which he cherished, and
eventually caused his condemnation." (p. 6)
(7) James M. Robinson, A New Quest of the Historical Jesus (London: SCM Press,
1971), p. 46.
(9) Epist. ad Romanos, II, 833B.
[* See in particular the Question at 3.26, English translation: Peter Abelard,
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, translated by Steven R. Cartwright,
Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University Press of America 2011, Book II, pp.
164-168)
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